
instructions for applying your doorskin
what you’ll need:
• A cold beer or cup of coffee/tea depending on the time of the day
• Good house work music, Bruce Springsteen or early Beatles, heck even the Doors!
• A clean damp cloth with a bucket or bowl of clean warm water
• Standard wallpaper glue – you can get this from any hardware store
• A flat plastic apparatus such as a credit card
• Art knife or sharp blade
• Wide masking tape – roughly 20mm width will do
• A chair or short ladder
• A wide paint brush

how to apply:
1. Wipe down the door with the damp cloth and water.
2. Mix the wallpaper glue to the packaging specs.
3. Remove the door handle on the side you will be applying – hint: if you need to, place a piece of 

masking tape in line with the handle hole for easy reference later.
4. Apply the glue mixture to the door using a clean paint brush, apply liberally so that the door is 

covered in a film of the glue, not too thick but also not too thin that there are gaps or it runs down.
5. Place your door skin on to the door, you may need to stand on a chair for this. You can then shift 

the skin to line it up with the edges of the door. We aim to have a 1-2mm gap between the edge 
of the skin and the door to avoid snagging over time.

6. Once the door skin is lined up, wrap tape along the top of the skin and over lap on to the top of 
the door. Here you want to 10mm of tape on the skin and 10mm of the tape on the door. You can 
then reinforce the tape with strips over the top to the other side of the door.  This will help hold 
your skin in place until the glue has dried.

7. Using the credit card or similar apparatus you will now gently “brush” the excess glue out towards 
the edges of the door. As the excess starts to emerge from the edge using the cloth, wipe down 
the edges. This will also help keep the card and top of the door skin clean during this process.  
Rinse the cloth in warm water every few minutes.

8. Push the glue out until there are no visible bumps or bubbles of glue underneath the skin. Give the 
door skin and the edges one last good wipe. 



9. Identify where the hole for the door handle is and pierce the skin with the art blade or knife, making 
a small cross shape cut. Same goes for the screw holes. A gentle prick to pierce the surface will do.

10. Refit the door handle as per the removal, it should all slot back in to place. The door is now ready 
to use.

11. You can also tape the bottom edge of the door down (as per the top), it’s a bit more tricky. This 
helps protect the edges from peeling up whilst drying. Same goes for any side edges that look like 
they want to roll up whilst drying. This is rare as the skin material is usually role up vertically.

12. Should the skin edge over lap the door. Wait for the skin to dry (approx. 6 hours or over night) 
Then using a sharp art knife blade and metal ruler you can gently trim the skin.

13. After about 12 hours (to be safe) you can gently remove the taped edges, peel the tape away from 
the door edge, effectively upwards for the top and downwards for the bottom edge, to discourage 
the skin from peeling off the door. Peel away from yourself and the door. This is a precautionary 
measure.

14. You can then wipe the door skin down whenever you want, due to the printing process the artwork 
is protected from UV and moisture damage so it will not wipe away or fade over time.

removing and reusing the door skin:
• If you move house and wish to reuse the skin, remove the door handle and simply nick off a corner 

edge and gently peel the skin off the door. 
• Using a warm damp cloth, wipe the door. 
• Give the back of the skin a good wipe with fresh warm water until the old glue is removed, then 

repeat the above process!

Thank you  


